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   REFERENDUM ORDINANCE NO. O-2013-______ 

 

 BE IT ENACTED BY THE QUORUM COURT OF THE COUNTY OF 

 BENTON, STATE OF ARKANSAS, AN ORDINANCE TO BE ENTITLED: 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CERTAIN SECTIONS OF 

CHAPTER 26-29 TO INCREASE THE SERVICE FEE OF THE 

NORTHEAST BENTON COUNTY EMERGENCY MEDICAL 

SERVICE DISTRICT (EMSD)  

 
 
 WHEREAS, An emergency medical services district known as Northeast Benton 
County Emergency Medical Service District (EMSD) was duly established according to 
Arkansas law and pursuant to Ordinance No. 85-15; (since amended by Ordinance No. 
85-45, 94-2, 94-86, 2007-07, 2008-08, and 2010-___ and codified as Chapter 26, Article 
II et seq. in the Code of Ordinances of Benton County, Arkansas; and 
 
 WHEREAS, such Ordinance was referred to the people of the designated area for 
vote on August 5, 1985 and at the election, a majority of the qualified electors of the 
designated area voting on the question voted for the ordinance and said proposed 
Ordinance became effective; and 
 
 WHEREAS, a service charge in the amount of $40.00 was levied on each 
household in the designated area, which amount was increased by popular vote to $40; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Quorum Court of Benton County has been requested by the 
board of Northeast Betnon County Fire Department, Inc. (NEBCO), the service provider 
for the EMSD   to INCREASE the amount of service fees to be charged each household; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the estimated cost of services has now increased from the $18,000 
per year as provided in Ordinance No. O-85-15 and from the $140,000 per year provided 
in Ordinance No. O 2007-07 to $_____________.  The cost of providing emergency 
medical services includes, but is not limited to such items as license fees, purchasing and 
maintenance of equipment, insurance coverage (liability and worker’s compensation, 
medical supplies, fuel expense, replacing older model ambulance, increasing service level 
from basic life support to advanced life support (heart monitor, medications, IV 
equipment, resuscitation fluids and equipment and DEA number), and general business 
operation expenses and supplies; and 
 
 
 WHEREAS, any Ordinance or amendment to the Code of Ordinances of Benton 
County regarding changes to the service fee is subject to the referendum and must be 
submitted to the qualified voters of the EMSD before it is effective.  The referendum 
question for the EMSD shall be referred by Resolution of the Quorum Court. 
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 WHEREAS, Section 26-29(f) of the Code of Ordinances of Benton County, 

Arkansas provides that the fee will not be increased unless a majority of the registered 
voters in the EMSD voting on the question approve such increase.   
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ENACTED BY THE QUORUM COURT OF 

BENTON COUNTY, ARKANSAS: 

 
 ARTICLE 1.  Section 26-29(f) of the Code of Ordinances of Benton County, 

Arkansas is hereby amended to read as follows: 
 
There is established a fee of $100.0040.00 for each household within the EMSD. This fee 
will not be increased unless a majority of the qualified electors of the EMSD voting on 
the question  in a referendum on an increase  approve such increase. 
 
 ARTICLE 2.  REFERENDUM AND EFFECTIVE DATE.  This Ordinance 
increasing the service fee from $40.00 to $100.00 for each household in the EMSD shall 
not be effective until approved by a majority of the qualified electors in the district and 
the question shall be referred to the qualified electors of the EMSD area for their 
acceptance or rejection.   
 
 
      APPROVED:  
 
             
         ____________  
      ROBERT D. CLINARD, COUNTY JUDGE 
      DATE SIGNED:     
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
___________________    
TENA O’BRIEN, COUNTY CLERK 
DATE ADOPTED:     
SPONSOR:  JP Mike McKenzie   
Votes For:         Votes Against:     
Abstain:  Present:   Absent:       

 


